
Key questions:

Graduate Professional Entry Courses 
in Accounting and Law

How do professional entry masters degrees differ to the equivalent undergraduate degrees?

What defines a professional masters degree?

Research focus:

“most Masters of Accounting are not masters, they’re undergraduate.”

“in this (MPA) program we expect that they have those (generic 
graduate) skills and that we can use those skills in order to advance 
them more quickly.”

“we expect their capabilities in terms of looking at issues and analysing 
them, and then resolving issues or problems inside an assignment, to 
be at a more capable and therefore deeper level than an undergraduate 
student would achieve.” (MPA)

“they (MPA students) are certainly taught on the basis that it is a 
postgraduate unit and so we would expect students to have better 
research skills and to think about things more deeply.”

“the learning outcomes are the same as for the LLB because the JD is 
exactly the same as the LLB.”

“it (the JD) only assumes to a limited extent that the students are 
graduates and therefore marginally better equipped to handle the 
law study than the undergraduates are.”

“the fact that it is still on the migration list will continue to underpin the 
MPA. Because I think for people to assume that students go for MPA 
just because they want to become accountants, I think it’s a fallacy.”

“to be honest the Masters (of Professional Accounting) has some 
difficulty reaching the same level given the background of the students. 
But on the other hand we get some extremely good students from 
overseas that are very bright. If they have a deficiency it’s in the 
language area.”

“(MPA classes are) mostly lectures and tutorials. That may be an issue 
that it does mirror the undergraduate (program) to a degree.” 

MPA – Master of Professional Accounting, JD – Juris Doctor

• Interview employers and professional bodies.

• Test and validate survey results with academic staff 
teaching at the unit level.

• Develop a map of degrees that identify key differences 
and similarities.

• Analyse data to determine best practice.

• Take into account current developments in discipline 
academic standards.

• Develop a model of academic standards for professional 
entry courses at the masters level.

Key issues:
The key issues emerging from our interviews with masters 

and bachelor degree co-ordinators are:

• Many masters degrees do not meet the existing AQF 
requirements.

• A greater awareness exists of the AQF as a result of the 
“Strengthening the AQF” consultation process and has in-
fluenced a number of course reviews currently underway.

• The possible impact of the new AQF on professional 
masters degrees.

• There is a great disparity in the level of teaching across 
professional masters degrees.

• Confusion exists amongst academics as to the status of 
professional or conversion masters degrees.

• A large number of international students in masters 
accounting degrees who have difficulties with English, 
are not able to achieve higher order learning.

• Entry level skills are rarely taken into account in the design 
and delivery of degrees.

Next steps:

What did the program co-ordinators 
say when asked if their degree was 
taught at masters level? 

Our focus to date has been to investigate how bachelor and masters degrees meet the AQF by asking how they are 
designed, delivered and assessed. Our survey of program co-ordinators was undertaken during May and June 2010.  
Our project has addressed key issues raised during consultations for the “Strengthening the AQF” initiative and the ALTC 
Learning and Teaching Academic Standards project. 
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